
SSN’s Best Value & Sustainable 
Development Toolkit- one year on 

13 September 2007

Gill Darbyshire
Senior Environment Officer
East Renfrewshire Council

Tel: 0141 577 3105
gill.darbyshire@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk



Context & Local Aims
Context -
• Revised “Sustainability Strategy” being prepared
• Prepare guidance for services/committee papers
• General review of Council approach to BV

Aims -
• Ensure Council meeting BV criteria
• Provide clarity
• Ensure services can demonstrate BV & SD
• Links to Scotland’s Climate Change Declaration



Process
• Copy & pasted “Paths to Improvement”section
• Minor changes made to text
• Local discussion with services (roads, planning, 

waste, community health)
• Built on previous work through BV audit
• Positively received except the amount of 

reading/work involved
• Easy for services to “tick” policy but required 

more thought to demonstrate this
• Local training/seminars would have helped



Local Application
Revised SD Strategy & SCCD
• Useful to “tick off” requirements in strategy
• Provided a starting point for discussion with services

Guidance for Services
• “paths to improvement” useful to guide work/establish 

level of achievement
• difficult to summarise key points
• work not implemented - too much of a “checklist”
• received positively but too detailed



Summary & recommendations
• General guidance useful 
• Resources an issue - no dedicated SD Officer in ERC
• “Paths to Improvement” useful but too detailed
• Indicators too broad for smaller local authority

Recommendations
• Don’t panic! - use as a guide
• Pass guide to services - encourage discussion
• Further clarity on indicators would be useful
• Clearer links to other documents (eg SCCD) helpful



Any questions?



Workshop timing
• Discussion in pairs on local responses to the toolkit (15 

mins)
• Group discussion (10 mins per point)
• Successes in using the toolkit?
• Challenges in using the toolkit?
• What resources / support would help?
• Gaps in guidance / BV duty / audit process / SSN support 

etc?
• Prioritising responses to each point (15 mins)
• Ready to feedback by 3:15pm



Group Discussion

• What have been the successes in applying the 
toolkit locally?

• What have been the challenges in applying the 
toolkit locally?

• What resources/support would help to improve the 
pace at which SD is embedded at the local level?

• Where are there gaps in the guidance/statutory 
duty/Audit process/SSN support?






	SSN’s Best Value & Sustainable Development Toolkit- one year on �13 September 2007
	Context & Local Aims
	Process
	Local Application
	Summary & recommendations
	Any questions?
	Workshop timing
	Group Discussion

